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Spies, terrorists & US border

By John Dillin
Staft writer of The Chnstian Science Monitor

Washington

A number of US officials are quietly
warning that America’s porous borders
have become an open invitation to world
terrorists and spies.

Officials are particularly troubled by
the growing number of aliens filtering
illegally into the United States from
radical or communist nations, including
Ira.r}, China, Cuba, and Poland.

We are worried about the national
muﬁ asgt_s,” particularly commu-
nist infiltration, a federal intelligence
specialist says .

Officials also warn that radical na-
tions that support terrorism could easily
slip saboteurs and assassins past’ tri
thinly guarded borders with either
Mexico or Canada.

Not all intelligence experts share
these worries.
Willi fi r_di or_of

the Central Intelligence Agency, says
America’s very openness is a protection
and a strength against spies. As for ter-
rorism, he says, there is a basic rule: “If
it gets seriqus, it gets suppressed —-
either decently, or indecently.”

While terrorism could cause some dis-
ruption in the US, Mr. Colby says, he
doubts that it poses a basic threat to the

/'-?T‘?"{_Ap%oved For Releade'Z0Da/11/29 :SCIARIYP9 1160001 R800500050

March 1986 ATINTL

STANNNIL

nature of American society.
Still, several developments have added to the anxiety being

expressed here by some government sources:

@ “Thousands and thousands’ of official American passports
have been stolen over a period of _months from US embassies in

the Mi Afri

passports will be sold on the black market to people who wish to
work in the US. But many coul to smuggle terrorists
and spieg into this country. “It’s frightening."” a federal intelli-
gence official says.

o [llegal immigration from Mexico has surged by 50 percent in
the past few months. Resources of the US Border Patrol are
being severely strained.

@ “Narco-terrorism” is increasing. The recent assassination of
a US drug informant in Baton Rouge, La., by a Colombian hit
squad that entered this country illagally could sigial siepped-up
criminal terror. The killers slipped into the US at the Mexico-
California border.

® Document forgery has become more sophisticated. Re-
cently, two heroin smugglers arrested in Miami were found to
possess phony security badges, complete with photos and vali-
dation, for Miami International Airport.

Sen. Barry Goldwater (R) of Arizona, chairman of the Armed
Services Committee, says the evidence causes him “concerm.”
Sen. Alan K. Simpson (R) of Wyoming says: “You could take a
crack outfit of 100 people, sprinkle them in through the borders

. and they could meet at some predetermined point. [They
could] pick up their equipment on this side of the border. . . . We
wouldn't even know what was going on.”

Amitai Etzioni, director of the Center for Policy Research at
George Washington Univerity, says Americans seem asleep to
the threat that “able-bodied spies” can cross the Rio Grande as
easily as maids seeking work in Texas border towns.

“We still haven't adapted from the 18th-century notion that
we are safe, and nobody can lay a glove on us — that the oceans
will protect us,” says Dr. Etzioni.

US Customs Commissioner William von Raab warns that
Mexican law-enforcement officials are being corrupted by drug
smugglers. He adds that Mexican *law enforcement . . . can Jjust
as easily be bought by terrorists.” He calls the breakdown of law
enforcement a “serious national-security concern.” And he ob-
serves: “This is a terrorist threat by every definition.”

Sen. Malcolm Wallop (R) of Wyoming notes: “The border is
indefensible against deliberate peasants who simply want a
better life. . . . Think what happens when the PLO trains little
teams to come into this country, like they have in Israel, and
destroy a schoolbus full of children, or senior citizens on holi-
day, or blow up a bridge.” He warns that eventually, terrorism
could undermine “the freedoms that we take for granted.”

There are no easy answers to all of this, the experts say. Dr.
Etzioni says the immediate need is to educate the American
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